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RESURRECTION CONFUSION
1 Corinthians 15: 12-34

In his book ‘Surprised by Hope ’Tom Wright, the former bishop of
Durham, makes some disturbing observations

“I have become convinced that most people including most
practising Christians, are muddled and misguided on the topic of

life after death.”

“Most people, in my experience – including many Christians – don’t
know what the ultimate Christian hope really is.”

“Though Christians still use the word ‘resurrection’, they treat it as
a synonym for ‘life after death’ or ‘going to heaven’, and that,

when pressed, they often share the confusion of the wider world
on the subject.”

These quotes indicate a great deal of confusion in the church today
regarding resurrection and life after death. We must therefore ask
ourselves where we stand in our understanding and beliefs, both

individually and as a church. Are we among the tiny minority who
believe in the classic Christian position of the future bodily

resurrection of all believers or have we settled for something less?

Recently a group of Christians was asked to write a brief

description of resurrection. About 30 responses were received;
however, the comments were quite surprising. Two observations
will help to illustrate this. Firstly, nearly two thirds of the

responses mentioned ‘forgiveness of sins’ or similar expressions.
However, forgiveness of sins is not resurrection. It is quite

separate from resurrection. Forgiveness of sins is a consequence of
resurrection, not a characteristic of resurrection. You cannot

describe resurrection in terms of forgiveness of sins. Perhaps we
are seeing here some of the confusion that Tom Wright has
discovered in other parts of the world.

Secondly, only 2 people made any mention of the new body we are
to receive at the time of our resurrection. Did people omit this

simply because they overlooked it at the time or did they have
genuine difficulty accepting this aspect of the faith? Perhaps there

are other reasons.

12 But if it is
preached that

Christ has been
raised from the
dead, how can

some of you say
that there is no

resurrection of the
dead? 13 If there is
no resurrection of
the dead, then not
even Christ has

been raised. 14 And
if Christ has not
been raised, our

preaching is
useless and so is
your faith. 15 More
than that, we are
then found to be
false witnesses

about God, for we
have testified about
God that he raised

Christ from the
dead. But he did
not raise him if in
fact the dead are

not raised. 16 For if
the dead are not

raised, then Christ
has not been

raised either. 17

And if Christ has
not been raised,
your faith is futile;

you are still in

your sins.
19

 Met weekly with a young St Aidan’s man for discipling
 Met with male Messy Church member
 Morning personal retreats for prayer and planning
 Input into the planning for the Melbourne School of Theology student mission to George Town &

districts
 Input into application for community funding for St Oswald’s hall upgrad e and for community grant

for George Town churches schools’ ministry
 Input into draft policy for the admission of children to Holy Communion in Riverlinks
 Preached and celebrated at St Oswald’s Wednesday Healing Servic e
 Attended Seniors’ Week event at St David’s Riverside, 7th October
 Hospitality at home
 Completed training for Child Safe accreditation (team member, team leader and co-ordinator level)
 Pastoral visit to Parish Councillor in hospital
 Pastoral visit to dying St Aidan’s member
 Attended Pat Teesedale-Smith’s funeral, 16 August
 Attended Pat Crawshaw’s funeral in Low Head, 18 October
 Attended fundraising lunch at St Oswald’s for James Oakley’s ministry, 20 July
 Attended Prayer Gathering for Anglican North network, Launceston North, 6 Aug
 Attended Enablers’ training day, Launceston, 13th October
 Met with ministry colleague for mutual encouragement
 Met with St John’s staff member to provide ministry guidance
 Attended church leaders’ meeting at Bible House to hear Paul O’Rourke speak on recently released

report made by Professor Patrick Parkinson, ‘For Kids’ Sake: R epairing the Social Environment for
Australian Children and Young People

 Wrote Enabler’s report for Riverlinks Annual Reports
 Prepared Enabler’s quarterly activity report for July-Oct

Read:
 The Briefing
 The Trellis and the Vine: The Ministry Mind-Shift that Changes Everything, by Colin Marshall and

Tony Payne (2009)
 God and Stephen Hawking: Whose Design is it Anyway?, by John Lennox (2011)

Reading in progress:
 Knowing God, by J I Packer (2004)
 The Way of the Righteous in the Muck of Life: Psalms 1-12, by Dale Ralph Davis (2010)

Listened to:
 Recorded evening sessions at 2011 SMBC preaching conference, sermons given by David Cook at

SMBC Principal’s Hour

Work on (BCA funded) Diocesan Ministry Development Officer tasks:
 Coordinating the diocesan Certificate in Theology & Ministry, including marking of assessment,

promotion at Tasmanian Bible Forums, ongoing revision of course Prospectus, responding to
students’ questions, encouraging lapsed students to resume studies

 Coordinating online lectionary-based bible study resource on the diocesan website, including
weekly editing and moderation of draft weekly studies submitted by diocesan contributors, writing
some of the studies, commencement of recruiting of contributors for 2012. This resource was
awarded Publication of the Week in the Anglican Communion Weekly

 Continued organising 2011 Tasmanian Bible Forums – handouts for the Sorell and Launceston TBF,
promotion, following up church leaders, liasing with Bible Society TAS and Scripture Union TAS re:
their involvement at the October Launceston TBF, early consideration of 2012 TBFs, participation in
Sorell TBF, Saturday 15th October
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Enabler’s Quarterly Activity Report
for period 20th July – 18th October 2011

24 July Preached & celebrated at Riverside; Led study at home group
31 July Preached at George Town
7 Aug Preached & celebrated at Riverside

Co-led (with Julie) church time at Messy Church, East Launceston
14 Aug Preached at Riverside; Led preaching workshop at Riverside; Home group
21 Aug Led at Pipers River; Preached at George Town

Led Life of Jesus course at East Launceston
28 Aug Leave for Oxygen 11 conference in Sydney
4 Sept Annual Leave
11 Sept East Launceston
18 Sept East Launceston; Led Life of Jesus course at East Launceston
25 Sept George Town; Home group
2 Oct Preached & celebrated at Hillwood; Preached at George Town

Messy Church, East Launceston
9 Oct Led prayers at East Launceston; Home group
16 Oct Cancelled preaching/celebrating at Riverside – unwell

Led Life of Jesus course at East Launceston
NOTE: At Oxygen 11 conference 29 – 31 August
On annual leave 1 – 8 September

 Met with various Team memb ers
 Extensive emailing and phone calls with Team memb ers & parish office
 Prepared for and participated in local Team meetings with RS/TR, GT, and EL teams
 Prepared for and participated in August and October combined MST meetings
 Continued analysing Natural Church Development (NDC) survey results and guiding the MST in

response and action
 Meetings with James Oakley
 Met with Parish Council (led devotions), 11 August
 Met with St Aidan’s MST and Newstead Baptist leadership for prayer, Aug, Sept, Oct
 Wrote Spring issue of Team Talk for the MST/James
 Prepared for Life of Jesus course for Messy Church, mainly music and St Aidan’s members, held at

St Aidan’s
 Led Life of Jesus course sessions in August, September and October
 Prepared sermons and PowerPoint slide shows for preaching across parish
 Prepared for and co-led August Messy Church
 Prepared for and led preaching workshop. In addition to Riverlinks preachers, this was attended by

preachers from the West Tamar and Evandale/Nile parishes
 Maintained contact with parish’s preaching development team
 Provided guidance to preachers on their yet-to-be-preached sermons
 Wrote numerous sermon critiques for Riverlinks preachers
 Continued preparation for Helen Boughton’s commissioning to the Riverlinks MST in November,

including meeting with Helen, writing servic e, organising licence
 Supervised Preliminary Theological Certificate exams for James Oakley and for Jo Tevelein and

Alister Stott
 Oversaw, prepared for and participated in the fortnightly Sunday afternoon home group
 Prepared for and met fortnightly with two St Aidan’s men for mentoring and discipling

3

Having affirmed the resurrection of Christ in verses 1-11, (See the
article in the October Newsletter) Paul continues his response to

the Corinthians by considering the consequences if there is no
resurrection of the dead. (Verses 12-19) Paul poses the question, if

the deadare not raised then:

1 Not even Christ has been raised (v 13 & 16)

2 Our preaching is useless and so is your faith (v 14)

3 We are false witnesses about God (v 15)

4 Your faith is futile (v 17)

5 You are still in your sins (v 17)

6 Those fallen asleep in Christ are lost (v 18)

7 We are to be pitied more thanall men (v 19)

Words such as useless, false, futile, sins, lost, and pitied do not

paint a very pretty picture. Clearly the Corinthians had a choice to
make (as we all do). Either, they embrace the fact of the

resurrection of the dead as a consequence of Jesus own
resurrection, or they abandon the whole thing as a big mistake.
They can’t have it both ways.

As we have already noted, there is a lot of confusion in the church
today about resurrection and about matters relating to life after

death. Paul made it clear to the Corinthians that they had to make
a choice. If they were correct in saying that there was no future

bodily resurrection for believers, then it followed that Christ
Himself had not been raised. There could be no fence sitting. They
had to choose, and that same choice confronts each one of us, as it

does all those who would call themselves Christians.

While verses 12-19 were very negative, verse 20 makes a dramatic

move into positive territory as Paul declares emphatically &
triumphantly: “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.”

All the doubt of the previous paragraph is swept aside. In this
section, Paul describes 3 images to help his readers understand
the implications of resurrection:

1. Seedtime & Harvest – First Fruits

2. The Victorious Battle

3. God Will Be All In All

continued next page ...

18 Then those also
who have fallen

asleep in Christ are
lost. 19 If only for
this life we have

hope in Christ, we
are of all people

most to be pitied.

20 But Christ has
indeed been raised
from the dead, the
firstfruits of those
who have fallen

asleep. 21 For since
death came

through a man, the
resurrection of the
dead comes also
through a man.

22 For as in Adam
all die, so in Christ

all will be made
alive. 23 But each in

turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then,

when he comes,
those who belong
to him. 24 Then the

end will come,
when he hands

over the kingdom
to God the Father

after he has
destroyed all

dominion, authority
and power.

25 For he must
reign until he has

put all hisenemies
under his feet.

26 The last enemy
to be destroyed is

death.
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Seedtime & Harvest (verses 20, 23) - in these verses, Paul

uses the image of ‘first fruits’ which goes back to the Jewish
festivals of Passover & Pentecost. Passover was the time when the

first crop of barley was presented before the Lord. Pentecost, 7
weeks later, was the time when the first fruits of the wheat harvest

were presented. The offering of the first fruits anticipates the
great harvest still to come. Paul applies this Passover image to

Jesus. He is the first fruits, the first to rise from the dead. But that

isn’t the end of it. The point of the fi rs t fruits is that there will
be many, many more. I.e. all believers

Resurrection is a 2 stage process. The first stage was the

resurrection of Jesus on the first Easter Day. The second stage will
be when Jesus returns as judge. On that day, all of his followers

will be raised just as He was.

The Victorious Battle (verses 24 - 26) – this has many

precedents throughout the Old Testament. It is the image of a king
establishing his kingdom by subduing all possible enemies. An

example is David who was anointed as king while still a teenager,
but did not function as king until many years later after Saul’s

death. In the meantime he fought many battles to establish
himself as a worthy king.

Paul is careful to stress that Jesus will rule until every power in the
cosmos (excluding God Himself) has been subjected to him. Every
dominium, every force, every authority in the whole cosmos will be

subject to the Messiah; and finally death itself will give up its
power. Once Christ has overcome every enemy he will voluntarily

hand the sovereignty back to God the father.

The gospel of Jesus Christ announces that what God did for Jesus at

Easter He will do, not only for all those who are ‘in Christ’, but for
the entire cosmos. It will be an act of new creation, parallel to and
derived from the act of new creation when God raised Jesus from

the dead.

God will be all in all (verse 28)

God intends, in the end, to fill all creation with his own presence

and love. “The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:9) God intends to flood the

universe with Himself as though the entire cosmos was designed as

continued
from

previous
page

27 For he “has put
everything under

his feet.” Now
when it says that
“everything” has
been put under

him, it is clear that
this does not
include God

himself, who put
everything under
Christ. 28 When

he hasdone this,
then the Son
himself will be

made subject to
him who put

everything under
him, so that God

may be all in all.

29 Now if there is
no resurrection,

what will those do
who are baptized

for the dead? If the
dead are not raised

at all, why are
people baptized

for them?
30 And as for us,

why do we
endanger

ourselves every
hour?

31 I face death
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clergyman explain his rejection of the teaching of the New Testament? Simply by finding
a context, outside the scriptures, that would make the Biblical command temporary,
local and no longer applicable. It’s a method used to follow the world, rather than the
word. It’s not hard to think of disputes, where even so called Evangelicals, use this
method.

To discount the clear teaching of God’s word, professor Dodd suggested that John’s
advice was for a “situation of extreme danger to the Church”, a situation of “being
overwhelmed by a plausible and pseudo-Christian theosophy”, a time when “it was
touch-and-go” so that “It is possible that the boycott of heretics was the only policy that
could have succeeded in preservingthe distinctive witness of the Church”.

However, professor Dodd admits “we do not now know exactly” how close the
emergency was, only that there are “hints” that it was touch-and-go. Presumably the
chief hint is the command to boycott false teachers – though that would be rather
circular. It is also hard to square the ‘hints’ of being overwhelmed with John’s clearly
articulated confidence in the future, seen in the first three verses of 2 John or in 1 John
(e.g.2:20-27, 3:8, 4:4, 5:4).

By this method of so-called ‘scholarship’, John’s commands are reduced to “emergency
regulations…in the hour of stress”. Furthermore, on the axiom that “emergency
regulations make bad law”, John’s commands are completely rejected for today. It was
only ever advice for a particular situation and not of permanent value, except as a
“starting point for any discussion of the problem”. Indeed, according to Professor Dodd,
while it is ‘possible’ that the boycott was the only policy left to deal with the crisis, “Yet
we must doubt whether this policy in the end best serves the course of truth and love,
upon which our author lays such stress.” So even as an emergency regulation it was
doubtful!

This method of dealing with politically incorrect scriptures enables people to maintain
some degree of orthodox Christian standing while disagreeing with Bible. Yet this is
exactly the kind of problem that 2 John is dealing with, people who come in the name of
Jesus but teach a gospel different and even contradictory to his. A generation after
C.H.Dodd argued against John’s boycott, British establishment scholars and churchmen
published the scandalous books Honest to God and The Myth of God Incarnate. They
were scandalous not only because they denied the very heart of Christianity, but also
because they were written by men paidto profess the faith, not undermine it.

Christians must be hospitable, but not naïve. We are not to let false teachers abuse our
hospitality to promote false gospels. The creation of purported historical scenarios to
re-contextualise the clear teaching of scripture is a false method that evangelicals must
avoid. An evangelical is not one who professes belief in the Bible as the word of God,
but one who, without twisting it, lives by what it says (2 Peter3:16, James 1:22f).

Philip Jensen - October 23rd, 2011 This article first appeared at www.sydneyanglicans.net
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Hospitality for Heretics
Hospitality is a sacred dutyandjoy of the Christian.

God’s commands are unambiguous: “seek to show hospitality” (Romans 12:13); “Show
hospitality to one another without grumbling” (1 Peter4:9); and “Do not neglect toshow
hospitality”(Hebrews 13:2). Inaddition, hospitality is part of the qualification of the elder
(1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:8).

The word translated ‘hospitality’ is derived from “love of strangers or foreigners”. It is
the opposite of xenophobia it is philoxenia. And the command in Romans 13 is to pursue
hospitality – toactivelylook for it.

Furthermore Jesus promises the reward and blessing upon those who will show
hospitality, especially hospitality to those whocome in his name. “Whoever receives you
receives me… whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because
he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward” (Matt 10:40-42).
The third letter of John commends hospitality, especially that shown to missionaries and
condemns those who refuse to welcome brothers (3 John5-10).

It is therefore startling to read in John’s second letter: “If anyone comes to you and does
not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give himany greeting, for
whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works (2 John 10-11). For some scholars
this seems inconsistent with John’s emphasis upon love, and his consistent reminder of
the commandment that we have from the beginning “that we love one another” (John
13:34, 1 John 2:7, 3:11, 4:7-12, 2 John 5). They have had real difficulty in accepting this
teaching of the scriptures.

The Rev C.H.Dodd was an ordained Congregationalist minister and a world famous New
Testament scholar of the mid-twentieth century. He was a Professor of Divinity at
Cambridge University, given the responsibility of training generations of church leaders.
In his commentary on 2 John 10, Professor Dodd wrote that John had “incautiously
expressed himself”, and recommended that we “decline to accept the Presbyter’s (i.e.
John’s) ruling here as a sufficient guide to Christian conduct” so “rejecting the
Presbyter’s ruling upon this point as being incompatible with the general purport of the
Teaching of the New Testament, and not really consistent with the teaching of these
epistles themselves”. Jesus’ love and death were for the whole world and so it is not
“possible to exclude from its operation even the most obdurate heretic”. Thus we must
keep on speaking terms with people “however disastrous their error may be”.

But Professor Dodd’s problem was not really John’s inconsistency. His problem was the
“harsh note” that John’s teaching sounded “in our ears”. It was neither Christian nor
English to ostracize people whose opinions we dislike. To “stigmatize any ‘advance’ as
disloyalty to the faith” was to “condemn Christian theology to lastingsterility.”

So how does a Professor of Divinity, a New Testament scholar and an ordained
5

a receptacle for His love. The world is beautiful, not just because it
hauntingly reminds us of its creator, but because it points

forwards: it is designed to be filled, to be flooded, to be drenched
in God.

The world is created good but incomplete. One day, when all
forces of rebellion have been defeated and the creation responds
freely & gladly to the love of its creator, God will fill it with Himself.

Paul concludes this part of his argument with some very harsh
words:

Do not be misled

Bad company corrupts good character

Come back to your senses

Stop sinning

There are some who are ignorant of God

I say this to your shame. (1 Corinthians 15: 33-34)

We don’t know how they reacted to this letter; hopefully they did
come back to their senses and take Paul’s words to heart.
Confusion surrounding resurrection belief should be a matter of

deep concern for all of us. Paul has made it quite clear.
Resurrection belief including a new, transformed body is

non-negotiable. To reject resurrection is to reject Christianity.
As Paul wrote, if Christ has not been raised our faith is futile, we

are to be pitied more than all people. Resurrection is not optional,
it is fundamental to our faith. Christian faith that excludes
resurrection is a contradiction.

Let me challenge each of you to do 3 things:

Fi rs tly, do a study on resurrection. Begin with 1Corinthians 15 and

use a concordance to locate other appropriate passages. It would
be ideal to do this study as part of a home group.

Secondly, as you do this study pray that God will grow your
understanding of and your faith in your own resurrection.

Thirdly, keep an eye out for the final article in this series, “Where
will I go when I die?” (December newsletter)

Alister

every day—yes,
just as surely as I
boast about you in
Christ Jesus our
Lord. 32 If I fought

wild beasts in
Ephesus with no
more than human
hopes, what have I
gained? If the dead

are not raised,

“Let us eat
and drink,

for tomorrow

we die.”

33 Do not be
misled: “Bad

company corrupts
good character.”
34 Come back to

your senses as you
ought, and stop
sinning; for there
are some who are
ignorant of God—I

say this to your

shame.

References:

Surprised By

Hope by Tom
Wright

T N T C 1
Corinthians by

Leon Morris

B S T T h e
Message of 1

Corinthians by
David Prior
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On Saturday 1st October the first ever mainly music state conference

was held at St Aidan’s. Our thanks go to the Parish Council who paid

for our team members and James to attend this terrific day. We met

with other mainly music teams within Tassie to learn, be encouraged

and share ideas.

The main emphasis of mainly music is making a connection between the church and

the local community, and developing relationships with young families. We have

been operating at St Aidan’s for nearly 2 ½ years, and over that time have

established great friendships with these young mums and children, some of whom

now attend messy church and are participating in the marriage course. There is

certainly a community need for this type of programme, as we currently have 8

families on our waiting list.

We have established a link with a mainly music group in Kaiapoi New Zealand,

following the Christchurch earthquake. Our team members and mainly music

families have given gifts in an expression of our care and support for those who have

suffered great loss and trauma following the earthquake and continuing tremors.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who are involved in this weekly

ministry. There are 14 Riverlinks team members who give their time and energy to

run the programme, and there are many unseen faces who provide delicious home

baked morning teas for the mums (and team!) to enjoy and who cook meals for

families in need of practical help. Thank you so much!! Also I want to thank those of

you who pray.

We long to see

people come to

know the Lord

Jesus, and we

are dependant

on Him to

change lives.

We really value

your support in

prayer.

Julie

Rogers-Smith

mainly music Conference at St Aidan’s
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The quarterly financial figures indicate the budget estimates have
been reached which is satisfactory.

The offertory, which is our main source of income, is $1,500 under
budget. Hopefully this will pick up in the next quarter.

I would like more people to make a direct gifting to the Children &
Young Families Ministry account. If you would like the account
number to arrange this, please contact Anne in the Parish office.

In September a garage sale raised $2,350 for this ministry.

The Parish expenditure has seen a rise in Aurora costs through the

winter period. If halls are being rented, please check the amount of
power usage.

The quarterly mission giving was $3,629.

St Aidan’s Building Fund has received $34,000 from the Findlay
Estate for the replacement & installation of a new audio system.

The Doris Findlay Trust is being transferred from Tasmanian
Perpetual Trustees to the Riverlinks Diocese account for

administration.

Ken Pedley - Treasurer

Quarterly Financial Details: -

INCOME BUDGET
Offertory 40,467 42,000

Other 26,520 25,350
66,987 67,350

EXPENSES 76,917 72,331

Quarterly Financial Report

If all is not

lost, where
is it?

Do fish get

thirsty?

If we’re closer

to death

every day

of our lives,
is time really

on our side?

Why do they
call the

airport a

terminal if
flying is

supposed to

be safe?

What if there

were no

hypothetical
questions?

INCOME EXPENSES
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Mission Team
at Port Dalrymple School

Camping Tips

If you’re
planning a

camping trip
this summer

here are some

great tips ...

When using a
public

campground,
placing bagpipes
in clear view on
y our picnic table

w ill keep the
campsites on

either side

v acant

A potato baked
in the coals for

one hour makes
an ex cellent side

dish. A potato
baked in the

coals for three
hours makes
an ex cellent

cricket ball

The guitar of the
noisy teenager

at the nex t
campsite makes

excellent

kindling

In an emergency,
a draw string from

a parka hood
can be used to

strangle a

snoring tent mate

I would have to admit at being a little hesitant at having the team

come to school knowing it could have a negative impact on

Chaplaincy. I soon found I had no reason to be concerned; God had

selected just the right team to come into the school.

Over the week the team helped out in Breakfast Club, instantly

connecting with the students who loved the one to one attention.

The team were given the opportunity to visit various senior classes

an area as Chaplain I rarely connect with. I could not get over how

quickly the team were acceptedand fitted in.

Tuesday and Wednesday the team ran Supa Club at lunch time for

the Junior Sector. It was well attended and although each day was

for a different age some children returned on the Wednesday.

Those whoattended really enjoyed themselves.

Wednesday afternoon five of the team went to the Parent/Child

session. They were such fantastic role models, getting in a playing

with the kids, talking to parents and then cleaning up at the end.

Seeing guys get in and just do what had to be done had a huge

impact.

I received nothing but positive feedback on Monday, and the two

teachers who attended the Saturday night service gave very

positive feedback to the whole staff briefing.

For me as Chaplain, it was such a positive, encouraging and

inspiring experience to have the team there, an experience I would

totally recommend and repeat without hesitation.

Janine Targett

Port Dalrymple School Chaplain

If you would like to see some of what the team did while they were
in George Town and the impact they had, have a lookat

Michael’s videoat: www.youtube.com/watch?v=4InD-
goofOo&feature=youtube_gdata_player

7

Celebrating Ten Years of Chat'n'Do
During October the Watch House in George Town had a display of items from
Chat’n’Do to celebrate 10 years. On show were one of each of most projects made

over this time.

Chat’n’Do began in Riverlinks in 2001 with 14 ladies attending. The

popularity of the group has continued and today averages around 20 ladies per
week.

The group has generously donated many useful items to the church over the years

including cutlery, dining set, urn, tablecloths and extra tables for the meeting room.

Chat’n’Do has a project system throughout each term, with tutors to guide groups in

their chosen project. The volunteer tutors give excellent support and knowledge to
help ladies reach a very highstandard of work.

Besides producing some
l ove ly work t he
fellowship that Chat’n’Do

provides for everyone is
highly valued.

If you are interested in
joining the group please

contact Helen for more
information - 6382 1459.
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GIVE THANKS

A th an kful he a rt i s

a h ap p y he ar t

Th e de vil f ea rs a

tha n kf ul C h ri stia n

You d o n ot ha ve

to f eel th an kf ul t o

give t ha n ks

I’m t ha n kf ul, L o rd,

for lo vin g care,

I’m t ha n kf ul, t oo,

for so m ethi ng

mo re ;

I’m t ha n kf ul, L o rd,

tha t I can b ea r

Th e t hin g s t ha t

I’m not th an kful f o r.

Clai re Sa nd fo rd

Tasmanian Bible Forum
at St Aidan’s

Every now and then we get a picture-perfect, cloudless, windless
day that is particularly special and everyone knows it. You know the

sort of day I mean. Well, in the same way, every now and then a
day of Christian learning and fellowship comes along that is
particularly special and those of us who experience it, know it. The

Tasmanian Bible Forum held at St Aidan’s East Launceston on
Saturday 22nd October was one of those days.

As you can see in the photos, we sat comfortably around café
tables which promoted lots of interaction at and between tables.

The atmosphere was bright and welcoming and happy, and there
was a real expectation that God was going to speak to us through
his Word and our speaker, Revd Mike Raiter, Principal of

Melbourne School of Theology – and He did.

During the three sessions, Mike led us through key chapters of the

Old Testament book of Numbers: Session 1 was on ‘Discontent’
from Numbers 11; session 2: ‘We want to go back to Egypt’ from

Numbers 14; and session 3, ‘Lust & Zeal: A Tale of Two Passions’
from Numbers 25. We learned very important lessons from Israel’s
wilderness wanderings about complaining, enduring our

‘wilderness’ rather than enjoying the devil, and about ungodly
passions and godly passion. And of course, we were reminded of

the remarkable grace of God in the cross of Jesus, where God’s
mercyand judgment meet.

Phil from Bible Society TAS and Jan from Scripture Union TAS were
rushed off their feet with interest in their organisation’s ministries
and with sales. Elizabeth from the Branch Christian Church did a

great job with the catering, all the money from which is going to a
girls’ orphanage in India that she and her husband run.

The St Aidan’s property was a perfect venue for a day like this.
Thank you to those who set up the tables, ran the PA/data projec-

tion, registered the 73 people who came, and a big thank you to
Anne Godman for all her excellent administrative help. The day
was also a good promotion of the diocesan Certificate in Theology

& Ministry that I coordinate. Some fifteen CTM students were
there on the day.
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useful gifts
cards available now
from the Parish Office

starting from $5

PLUS LOTS MORE
Do all your Christmas shopping

in one place!

Children's ministry workshop
Are you involved in children's talks, children's ministry
or Sunday school? Looking for some fresh ideas?
Then come and join us to share a bite of lunch and then
spend an hour talking kids ministry

at: St Aidan's (Arthur St, East Launceston)
on: Sunday 13 November,
at: about 12 noon.

We will be looking at child development and learning , and creative story-telling .

Please RSVP to James byWednesday 9 November on 0407325275 (SMS is fine) or by email
kids_families@riverlinks.net.au to help with catering. Please include any dietary issues.

(As an aside, we will beconducting a series of these children'sministry workshops throughout 2012).
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Commissioning of new
MST member

Helen Boughton will be commissioned to the
Riverlinks Local Ministry Support Team by Bishop
Ross Nicholson at St Aidan’s East Launceston,

10am, Sunday 13th November. We thank God very much for
Helen and Phil and for Helen’s place on the Team. As you pray for
the LMST, please remember to pray for Helen (and Phil), too.

King James Bible
400th Anniversary Exhibition

24th Nov to 24 th Dec
The exhibition will be at LINC Tasmania

(Formerly Launceston Library)
Civic Square - 2nd Floor
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It was also very special to have such a diverse group of people
there, from young marrieds to the elderly, from very new

Christians to numerous Christian pastors and chaplains, from
Anglicans to Baptists to Open Brethren, coming from Hobart, the

East Coast, Scottsdale, Branxholm, George Town, Campbell Town,
Evandale, Deloraine, Beaconsfield andaround Launceston.

The three sessions were recorded and are available on CD from the

Riverlinks Church office. Do try to listen to them, reading the
selected passages in Numbers; and start a conversation with others

about what you discover. Here’s
another idea: Listen to the

sessions over three weeks in
your home group, allowing time
for discussion, response and

prayer.

David Rogers-Smith

Recordings

from all

three of the

Tasmanian

Bible Forums

for 2011

are now

available to

download

from the

Riverlinks

website,

or if you

prefer a CD

please

contact the

Parish office.
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The deadline for the November Newsletter edition is 21st November

November 2011

9th

Wed

10th

Thur

AWF Fellowship Day – 10:30am

at St John’s Launceston

Cr afty Cir c le – 10:00am at St David’s

Par ish Councilmeeting – 7:30pm

11th

Fri

12th

Sat

13th

Sun

Induction of Helen Boughton to MST

– 10:00am at St Aidan’s

Childr en’s Ministr y Wor kshop

– 12:00 noon at St Aidan’s

14th

Mon Cador na – 2:00pm

15th

Tue

16th

Wed
St Oswald’s Fellowship Group – 2:00pm

Ainslie Ser vice – 2:15pm

17th

Thur

ACL Suppor ter s Br eakfast – 7:00am

at the Tailrace Centre, Riverside

Pr esbyter ian Home Legana – 10:45am

18th

Fri

8th

Tue

November 2011

1st

Tue

(each Tuesday)

Pat’s Pr ayer Gr oup – 2:00pm (63 2 4 5 1 11)

Pr ayer Group – 1:00pm at St MM G/Town

Home & Study Gr oups
– 1:45pm at Igglesden’s home
– 7:30pm at Gross’ home
– 7:30pm at Booth’s home
– 7:30pm at Pedley’s home

– 7:30pm Stanford’s group at St Aidan’s

2nd

Wed

Cler gy Confer ence

(each Wednesday)
Healing Ser vice – 10:00am at St Oswald’s
Home & Study Gr oups
– 7:30pm at Stott’s home

– 7:30pm St Oswald’s

3rd

Thur

Cler gy Confer ence

(each Thursday)
mainly music – 10:00am at St Aidan’s

4th

Fri

Cler gy Confer ence

(each Friday)
KYB Study Gr oup – 10:00am

at Baptist Church George Town

Pr ayer for Launceston – 7:00pm

at Bible House Launceston

5th

Sat

6th

Sun

Pr eaching Wor kshop – 2 to 4:00pm

in the Parish office

Messy Church – 4:30pm at St Aidan’s

7th

Mon

*** Recreation Day

Riverlinks
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Please send articles, comments, information & photos to the Parish Office
399 W est Tamar, Riverside - 6327 4742 office@riverlinks.net.au

November 2011

19th

Sat

20th

Sun

21st

Mon

22nd

Tue

23rd

Wed

24th

Thur

Cr afty Cir c le – 10:00am at St David’s

Tamar Par k – 1:45pm

KJV 400th anniver sar y exhibition opens

25th

Fri

26th

Sat

27th

Sun
First Sunday of Advent

28th

Mon MST Meeting – 6:45pm

29 th

Tue

30th

Wed
Tr evallyn & River side Chr istmas Lunch

– 12:00 noon at Trevallyn Bowls Club

December and other dates 2011

2nd Dec
Car ols, Champagne, Coffee & Cake
at St Oswald’s

4th Dec Messy Chr istmas at St Aidan’s

13th Dec
Hillwood Usual Unusual Chr istmas
Ser vice

11th Dec Kids’ Chr istmas Carols at St David’s

12th - 15th

Jan 2012
CMS Summer view

Calendar

Service Times For Worship Centres

East Launceston

6th
10:00 am

4:30 pm
Morning Prayer
Messy Church

13th 10:00 am Communion

20th 10:00 am Morning Prayer

27th 10:00 am Communion

George Town

6th

9:00 am

9:00 am
10:30 am

Hillwood Communion

Pipers River Morning Prayer
George Town Communion

13th
9:00 am

10:30 am

Low Head Communion

George Town Together @ 10.30

20th
9:00 am

10:30 am
Pipers River Communion
George Town Communion

27th
9:00 am

10:30 am
Low Head Communion
George Town Communion

Riverside & Trevallyn

6th
10:00 am

4:30 pm

Riverside Communion

Trevallyn Kids’/Café Church

13th
10:00 am

4:30 pm

Riverside Praise & Worship

Trevallyn Kids’/Café Church

20th
10:00 am

4:30 pm

Riverside Communion

Trevallyn Kids’/Café Church

27th
10:00 am

4:30 pm

Riverside Communion

Trevallyn Kids’/Café Church

Each

Wed
10:00am Trevallyn Healing Service

Peace Haven

13th 10:30 am Morning Prayer

20th 10:30 am Holy Communion

27th 10:30 am Holy Communion


